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At Montreal, Captain Lamb was informed that the General Congress had not taken satisfactory order, with regard to the pay and emolument of his company, promised by the Provincial Congress. As most of his men had been enlisted under assurances of being put upon the footing of the artillery of other armies, this neglect placed him in an unpleasant position, with respect to the men thus enlisted; and he could not endure the thought of retaining the command of dissatisfied soldiers, who might think him a party to their disappoinment. He, therefore, signified to General Montgomery his determination to retire from the public service. From this resolution, the General most earnestly dissuaded him;* and immediately wrote to General Schuyler, urging him to use his influence to remove the causes of his dissatisfaction. "If (says he) we are to have, artillery, Captain Lamb is absolutely necessary to the army."f As this letter
their part; and to the younger officers he was particularly affectionate and considerate. But he would bear no approach to an improper familiarity. The wound that he had received at Quebec, disfigured the left eye and cheek, and he wore a green patch over it, to conceal the deformity.
The following anecdote is told by General Burbec, the son of an old artillery commander-, and himself an officer in the same corps, during the war of the Revolution:
" In 1780, he was ordered to West Point, under the command of CoL Lamb, and afterwards removed to the Park, posted in the vicinity. While there, he contracted a violent inflammation in his eyes, and requested to be ordered to the garrison, to put himself under cure. He reported himself at tlj.e quarters of the colonel, who received him with great cordiality, and dismissed him, that he might pay his respects to the ladies at the post. These thinking that the 'joke1 would be 'laughable,1 persuaded him to place a patch over the left side of his face -, and they fabricated one, exactly resembling the colonePs. Thus accoutred, he made his appearance at the quarters of the Commander. He was received with a reserved bow, and accosted with some sternness: Sir, I perceive you are in a fair way to be cured of your malady, and the sooner you join your company at the Park, the better." There was no appeal, and the furlough was shortened.
* American Archives.    Holt's paper.    Dunlap's History,    t Idem.
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